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Abstract. In recent years, the landscape of language education has witnessed a profound
evolution in pedagogical strategies, with a notable emphasis on maximizing learners' fluency and
proficiency. At the forefront of this transformation stands Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT), a widely acknowledged approach renowned for its focus on fostering authentic
communication. This paper embarks on a comprehensive exploration of the fundamental principles
and inherent advantages that underpin CLT's effectiveness in facilitating language acquisition.

Central to the ethos of CLT is its unwavering commitment to prioritizing communication
within genuine, real-life contexts. Unlike traditional methodologies that often prioritize rote
memorization and grammatical rules, CLT places paramount importance on meaningful
interaction, thereby nurturing learners' ability to effectively convey ideas and navigate linguistic
challenges in authentic settings. Moreover, CLT is distinguished by its learner-centered approach,
which recognizes the diverse needs and preferences of individual learners, thus fostering a more
personalized and adaptive learning experience.

A cornerstone of CLT is its integration of authentic interaction, wherein learners engage in
purposeful exchanges that mirror the complexities of everyday communication. Through interactive
tasks and collaborative activities, learners are afforded the opportunity to apply language skills in
practical scenarios, thereby consolidating their linguistic abilities and building confidence in their
communicative prowess. Furthermore, CLT advocates for a task-based learning paradigm, wherein
language acquisition is facilitated through the completion of meaningful tasks that require active
participation and problem-solving.

By juxtaposing CLT with traditional grammar-translation methods, this paper illuminates the
paradigmatic shift towards learner empowerment and genuine communication that characterizes
the former. Whereas grammar-translation approaches often prioritize linguistic accuracy at the
expense of communicative competence, CLT foregrounds the development of functional language
skills that are directly applicable to real-world contexts. Consequently, learners are equipped not
only with the linguistic proficiency necessary for academic and professional success but also with
the socio-pragmatic skills essential for effective intercultural communication.
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Introduction.

Language is the key to effective communication, and language teaching methods
have evolved over the years to promote fluency and proficiency in learners.
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is among the methods that has gained
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popularity worldwide for its focus on real-life communication. In this article, we will
explore the principles and benefits of CLT and how it enhances language learning.

Communicative Language Teaching is an approach to language teaching that
emphasizes the importance of communication and interaction in the language
learning process. It originated in the 1970s as a response to the limitations of
traditional grammar-translation methods, which focused primarily on rote
memorization of vocabulary and grammar rules without much emphasis on real-life
communication skills.

This approach to language education prioritizes the development of students'
communicative competence. Unlike traditional methods CLT encourages learners to
use language in authentic, meaningful contexts. The primary goal is to equip students
with the skills needed to function effectively in real-life situations where the language
is spoken. At its core, CLT prioritizes the development of students' ability to
communicate effectively in the target language. This involves using the language in
meaningful contexts and authentic situations, where learners are encouraged to
express themselves, negotiate meaning, and solve communication problems. Rather
than focusing solely on grammatical accuracy, CLT aims to develop learners'
communicative competence, which encompasses not only linguistic aspects but also
sociolinguistic and pragmatic competencies.

Main material.

To get a deeper understanding of communicative language teaching let’s have a
brief overview of its principles.

The central principle of CLT assumes communication as the core, i.e., the
language is a tool for communication. It focuses on the use of language in various
real-life situations, such as discussions, debates, problem-solving, and role-playing.

Zoltan Dornyei states that with this aim, studying scripted conversations was
gradually replaced with problem-solving exercises, games, and unscripted situational
role-plays; pattern training was either entirely dropped or substituted with
“communicative drills” [1].

The next principle foresees learner-centeredness. CLT places the learners at the
centre of the learning process, recognizing their individual needs, interests, and goals.
Teachers adapt their instruction to suit the learners' proficiency levels and learning
styles, fostering a supportive and engaging learning environment. According to Jack
C. Richards CLT-inspired classroom activities introduced new responsibilities for
both instructors and students. Students were required to engage in cooperative
classroom activities instead of individualistic learning [4].

Thus, we can point out to the fact that CLT promotes interaction between
learners. Students are needed to learn to listen to their classmates in group or pair
work projects, rather of depending on the teacher for guidance [4]. It encourages
them to work together, engage in conversations, and negotiate meaning to solve
communication problems.

Yet another principle involves authentic communication. CLT emphasizes the
use of authentic materials and real-life contexts to promote meaningful
communication. According to Richards, authentic materials include non-pedagogical
instructional resources such as real-life texts, images, newspapers and videos [5].
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These resources are not simply advisable, but frequently applied in CLT to expose
learners to the language as it is used by native speakers. Learners engage in tasks and
activities that simulate genuine communicative situations, such as role-plays,
information-gap exercises, and problem-solving tasks.

CLT advocates for a task-based approach to language learning, where learners
work collaboratively to accomplish meaningful tasks using the target language. Tasks
are designed to promote language use in context and encourage learners to focus on
communication rather than accuracy. To accomplish specific goals, for example,
planning a trip, conducting an interview, or giving a presentation requires from
students the use of a specific language units.

No one denies the significance of accuracy. While accuracy is important, CLT
prioritizes the development of fluency and communication skills. Learners are
encouraged to take risks, experiment with language, and communicate their ideas
effectively, even if they make mistakes along the way. Errors are seen as a natural
part of language learning in CLT and learners are encouraged to take risks and learn
from their mistakes.

By making comparison we’ll try to illustrate how the above-mentioned
principles represent a grand step away from traditional grammar-translation methods
in several key ways. To begin with, traditional grammar-translation methods typically
feature a teacher-centered approach, where the teacher serves as the primary source
of knowledge, and students are passive recipients of information. The focus is often
on memorizing grammar rules and vocabulary lists, with little consideration for
individual learner needs or interests.

In contrast, CLT prioritizes learner-centeredness, recognizing that each learner
has unique strengths, weaknesses, learning styles, and goals. Teachers in CLT
classrooms tailor their instruction to meet the diverse needs of their students,
providing opportunities for individualized learning and personal growth. Learners are
actively involved in the learning process, encouraged to take ownership of their
learning journey, set goals, and reflect on their progress. CLT fosters the students’
autonomous and active learning, developing their communication skills [2].

Having considered the principle of learner-centeredness, it would also
reasonable to look at authentic communication. Traditional grammar-translation
methods tend to prioritize written language over spoken language and often rely on
artificial or contrived language exercises that lack real-life relevance. Communication
is typically limited to translating texts or sentences from the target language into the
native language and vice versa, with little emphasis on meaningful interaction.

Conversely, CLT places a strong emphasis on authentic communication,
recognizing the importance of using the target language in real-life situations.

Students practice reading and listening to authentic language taken from a
variety of sources, including radio and television broadcasts, recorded speeches,
meetings, talks, and announcements. They also read a wvariety of textual
communications from the "real world," such as magazine articles, hotel brochures,
airline announcements, bank instructions, advertisements and a great number of other
written messages. So, CLT classrooms provide opportunities for learners to engage in
authentic communication through tasks and activities that simulate real
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communicative situations, such as role-plays, discussions, debates, and problem-
solving tasks. Consequently, learners are encouraged to express themselves
creatively, negotiate meaning, and solve communication problems collaboratively,
mirroring the types of interactions they may encounter outside the classroom.

Grammar Translation Method (GTM) is a way of mastering a foreign language
that involves translating native phrases into the target language or vice versa.
Students learn foreign grammar principles and rules and apply them to their native
language [3].

Undoubtedly, traditional grammar-translation method often prioritizes the
mastery of grammatical structures and vocabulary through mechanical drills and
exercises, with little attention to how language is used in context or for real-life
purposes. Language learning is typically viewed as a series of discrete grammar and
vocabulary items to be memorized and reproduced. There is no room to practice
speaking and students do not develop the ability to think in the target language [6].

CLT, on the contrary, advocates for a task-based approach to language learning,
where learners engage in tasks and activities requiring the use of the target language
to achieve a communicative goal. According to Richards and Rogers, the task-based
learning model emphasizes communication through task completion. Students
become immersed in an activity that piques their interest, with the goal of completing
it entirely in the target language. In other words, studying the topic “Recycling”
students can be suggested a variety of tasks that may eventually lead to a presentation
project, utilizing the authentic language learnt and the appropriate tools. Tasks are
designed to be purposeful, authentic, and contextually rich, encouraging learners to
use the language in meaningful ways and develop their communicative competence.
By focusing on the completion of tasks rather than isolated language forms, CLT
promotes the integration of language skills and fosters a holistic understanding of
how language works in context.

In summary, the principles of learner-centeredness, authentic communication,
and task-based learning in CLT represent a departure from traditional grammar-
translation methods by placing greater emphasis on the learner's needs and interests,
promoting authentic communication, and prioritizing the use of language in
meaningful contexts. By embracing these principles, CLT seeks to create dynamic
and engaging learning environments where learners can develop the skills and
confidence to communicate effectively in the real world.

Conclusion.

CLT is viewed as an effective approach for teaching students in higher
educational establishments for various reasons.

Firstly, CLT emphasizes real-life communication, enabling students to use
language in authentic contexts similar to those they will encounter outside the
classroom. This prepares them for real-world language use in professional and
academic settings.

As CLT fosters an interactive classroom environment, it promotes active
participation, collaboration, and the exchange of ideas, which are essential skills for
higher education and professional life. Moreover, CLT encourages students to learn
about the cultural aspects of the language they are studying. This helps them develop
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cultural awareness and competence, which are crucial for effective communication
and intercultural understanding in higher education and beyond.

Furthermore, CLT integrates the four language skills (listening, speaking,
reading, and writing) in a holistic manner. Students develop proficiency in all these
skills through communicative activities that mirror real-life language use.

Students are encouraged to think critically and solve communication problems
in real-time. This cultivates analytical skills, creativity, and adaptability, and a
number of strategies which are essential to succeed in academic pursuits, professional
endeavours, and beyond.

Overall, CLT represents a dynamic and learner-centered approach to language
teaching that aims to equip learners with the skills and confidence to communicate
effectively in real-life situations. By emphasizing communication, interaction, and
meaningful language use, CLT has become widely recognized as a valuable
methodology for language educators around the world.
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Abstract. 3a ocmanHi poKu 8UKIAOAHHA THO3EMHOI MOBU 3A3HAN0 3HAYHUX MPAHCHOPMAYT.
Biooynaca enuboka eeontoyis neodacociumux —cmpameziti 3 GUPANCEHUM ~ AKYEHMOM Ha
MAKCUMANbHOMY PO3BUMKY BLIbHO20 BOJIOO0IHHA MOB0W0 MA HABUWOK YuHie. B asameapoi yiei
mpancgopmayii cmoimes KomyHikamuene Hasuanus mosu (CLT) - wupoxo eusnanuil nioxio,
BI0OMULL CBOEI0 CNPAMOBAHICMIO HA PO3BUMOK A8MeHmuyHoi KoMyHikayii. L]a cmamms npucesuena
8CeOIUHOMY O00CNI0NCEHHIO (DYHOAMEHMATbHUX NPUHYUNIG | He8i0'eMHUX nepesae, sAKi jedcamv 8
ocHosi epekmusnocmi CLT y cnpusinti uguerHo Mosu.

Llenmpanvhe micye 6 KOMYHIKAMUBHOM)Y HABYAHHI MOBU BIi0B0OUMBCA NPIOPUMEMHOCHI
KOMYHIKQyii Y CAPABIICHIX, pealvbHux cummesux kowmexcmax. Ha eiominy 6i0 mpaouyitinux
Memooux, fAKi uyacmo Haoaromv nepesacy 3ayuysanuio epamamuunux npaeun, CLT wnadae
nepuLouepe08020 3HAYEHHS 3MICMOBHIU 63AEMOOIl, MUM CaMUM PO38UBAIOYU 30AMHICMb VYHIE
eghekmueHo nepeoasamu ioei ma upiuy8amu MOGHI NpooOIeMU 6 ABMEHMUUHOM) Cepedo8ULYI.
Kpim moeo, CLT supiznsemovcs ceoim nioxooom opienmosanocmi Ha yuns. Came yeti nioxio usHae
pizHOMaHImMHI nompebu ma 6no00OAHHS OKPeMUX VUYHI8, CHPUSIOYU MAKUM YUHOM OLlbu
NepCcoHai308aHOMy ma a0anmueHOM) HAGUAHHIO.
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Hapisxcnum xamenem CLT € inmeepayiss asmenmuunoi 3aemo0ii, Koau YuHi Oepymov yuacmo y
YInecnpamMoBanux 0OMIHax idesimu ma OYMKAMU, WO 8Ii000pANCAOMb CKAAOHOWI NOBCAKOEHHO20
CNINIKYBAHHA. 3a60AKU  IHMEPAKMUBHUM 3AB60AHHAM MA CHLIbHIU  OISLILHOCMI  CMYyOeHmu
OMPUMYIOMb MOJNCIUBICIMb 3ACMOCO8YE8AMU MOSHL HABUYKU 6 NPAKIMUYHUX CYEHAPIAX, MUM CaMUM
3aKpPINIOOYU  C80i MOBHI 30iOHOCMI Ma 3MIYHIOWYU BNEBHEHICMb ) CBOill KOMYHIKAMUBHIU
MaucmepHoCcmi.

Topisnwowuu CLT 3 mpaduyitinumu memooamu 2epamamuyHo2o Nepekiady, ys cmamms
BUCBIMIIOE POSUUPEHHS MONCIUBOCMEN VYHIB | CHPABIHCHLOI KOMYHIKAYii, 5AKI € XapakxmepHumu
pucamu came nepuioco memody. Y moil uac Ak 2pamamuxo-nepexnadaybki nioxoou uacmo
Haoaromy nepesacy niHegicmuuniti moynocmi, CLT cmasumv Ha nepwuti niaH po36umox
@DYHKYIOHAILHUX MOBHUX HABUYOK, 5K 6€3N0CEPEeOHbO 3ACMOCO8YIOMbCS 8 PEedlbHUX KOHMEKCMAXx.
Taxum yuHom, cmyoeHmu ompumyoms He uule NiHe8iCMUYHI 3HAHHS, HeOOXIOHI O/ AKAO)EMIYHO20
ma npogecitinoeo ycnixy, ane i COYianbHO-NPASMAMUYHI HABUYKU, HeOOXIOHI O epexmueHoi
MIDHCKY MY PHOI KOMYHIKAYIL.

Kniouosi cnosa: Buxnadanus mosu, komynikamuene naguanus mosu (CLT), éinvHe 60100iHHS
MOBOI0, Dpi6eHb BON00IHHA MOBOI0, ABMEHMUYHe CNIIKY8AHHA, OpPIEHMAYis HA YYHA, DealbHi
AHCUMMEBI KOHMEKCMU, KYIbMYPHA 00I3HAHICMb, KOMNJIEKCHI MOBHI HABUYKU, AHATIMUYHI HABUYKU.
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