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Abstract. This article examines the functions of the Council of Europe and the European
Commission, focusing particularly on their legislative practices. It analyzes various aspects of EU
cultural policy, as outlined in several key international founding documents initiated by these
institutions. The aim is to achieve established objectives that promote cultural diversity, enhance the
teaching and study of history across European countries, and implement measures that foster cultural
policy. These efforts encourage interaction among EU member states, facilitate the exchange of
artistic and organizational experiences, and support integration into a common cultural space. The
challenges and potential of Ukraine in carrying out the objectives outlined in European documents
are examined, considering the ongoing martial law in the country and the criminal actions of the
russian aggressor. These actions include the destruction of civilian infrastructure, particularly
cultural institutions such as museums, libraries, and community centers in cities, districts, and
villages. Additionally, there is the issue of stolen national monuments from occupied territories,
which are being exported to russia. By these actions, the aggressor breaches multiple international
provisions outlined in cultural policy agreements and declarations, as well as Ukrainian laws
regarding the protection of cultural heritage.

The conclusion drawn from the current situation is that despite the ongoing threats to cultural
heritage sites in Ukraine — many of which are being destroyed or stolen by the russian aggressor —
Ukrainians are dedicated to protecting their national achievements. They actively counter-historical
falsifications, promote information literacy, and exhibit a natural tolerance for cultural diversity.
Additionally, they adeptly utilize the latest information technologies and promote national artistic
productions abroad. As a result, Ukrainians are fully prepared for integration into the European
cultural space.
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Formulation of the problem in general terms.
The establishment and existence of the European Union (EU) are grounded in
relevant legislation, among which the European Cultural Convention stands out as a

key document. Developed by the Council of Europe (CoE), this convention emphasizes
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the importance of citizens from individual EU member states not only understanding
their history, culture, and language but also studying the values of other cultures.
Additionally, it highlights the need to preserve and develop historical and cultural
heritage [1]. The national and spiritual values, which encompass both cultural and
spiritual aspects, are fundamental to the civic identity of the people living in a particular
country. Those who regard themselves as citizens of that state recognize and embrace
these values, along with the national symbols, attributes, and the numerous heroes who
fought for the country’s independence.

The EU policy recognizes the national identity of each of its member states and
peoples in various documents that aim to coordinate and develop the concept of “one
Europe”. This concept emphasizes the unity of its people based on principles of
equality and democracy. Ukraine, as a country aspiring to join the European family,
must share its democratic principles while remaining true to its national characteristics
within the European community.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Ukrainian scholars actively
explore the issues surrounding European democracy, including international legislation
that outlines the relevant principles. Keda M. and Solomenna T. have compiled a
comprehensive textbook on EU acts that address various aspects of European cultural
policy. They provide a detailed preface discussing the conceptual significance of the
EU as an international democratic community [2]. Additionally, Prykhodko L.
examines the legislative practices of the European Commission in the cultural sector,
focusing specifically on archival affairs [3]. Collective analytical achievements should
also be recognized. For instance, the European Research Center prepared an
information note at the request of Ukrainian MPs regarding the legislative regulation
of cultural heritage protection in the EU [4]. Simultaneously, the issue of incorporating
international concepts into Ukrainian legislative practice was examined by Shostak V.
(considering prospects for implementation) [5] and Shevchenko M. (considering
dilemmas and challenges of such implementation) [6].

Contemporary Ukrainian scholars have conducted extensive research on EU

cultural policy. However, there is a noticeable gap in analytical works that provide a
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comprehensive examination of international documents significant for Ukraine in the
context of its active European integration.

Formulation of the purpose of the article. The aim is to analyze selected EU
documents related to cultural policy and their implementation in Ukraine. To achieve
this goal, we will focus on several specific tasks. First, we will examine the views of
various scholars regarding the implementation of cultural policy by EU institutions,
particularly in terms of legislative support for this area. Next, we will analyze specific
EU documents that regulate cultural policy. Finally, we will forecast Ukraine’s
contribution to the implementation of the EU’s cultural policy objectives. The tasks
were carried out using research methods that included analysis, synthesis, and
comparison.

Summary of the main research material. Some EU institutions involved in
implementing cultural policy also initiate the publication of relevant legislative
documents. Shostak V. highlights key elements of the Council of Europe’s Plan on
Culture, which emphasizes several important concepts in the cultural sector. These
include ensuring “sustainable” cultural heritage, the regulatory development of the
EU’s cultural space, and creating the right conditions for the “culturalization” of
citizens. Additionally, the Plan focuses on the development of local cultural and artistic
centers, adherence to principles of gender equality and other forms of equality, and the
promotion of international cultural relations, among other objectives [5].

Prykhodko L. emphasizes the organization’s role in promoting stable
development within the EU by enabling quick responses to contemporary challenges
in her analysis of the European Commission’s documents on archives. The
Commission is responsible for cultural policy in the EU. The Commission’s duties
include organizing and implementing activities related to cultural heritage. This
involves managing legal, administrative, financial, and technological aspects to
support these activities. The Commission also works to promote intercultural
integration, aiming to create a unified European cultural space, and initiates relevant
regulatory documents and programs. The Commission’s responsibilities include

preserving cultural property in European archives, museums, and libraries [3].
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The documents from the Council of Europe highlight several important aspects
regarding access to archives and official documents. They address the management
systems for preserving records and preventing losses in the archives of European
countries. Key topics include the development of electronic archives, the dissemination
of digital archival materials, and the creation and maintenance of internet platforms
that provide free access to EU documents. Additionally, there is a focus on developing
archival legislation related to access, protection, and the preservation of archival
heritage [3].

Among the acts of the Council of Europe, we have identified several for analysis
in this article to outline international activities in the field of culture.

1. The European Declaration on Cultural Objectives, adopted in 1984, establishes
the primary objective of the cultural community as ensuring that everyone has the
chance to fulfill their potential. This is achieved by protecting and developing
European heritage, ensuring free access to it, raising awareness of European cultural
identity, and fostering creative innovations in this sphere. It also involves providing
open access to education for personal growth and societal integration, creating
conditions for the development of creative abilities, encouraging participation in
community life, and utilizing new communication technologies. Additionally, it
promotes freedom of thought and expression, nurtures creative activities and self-
expression, facilitates the exchange of artists, and supports the use of modern
communication methods. There are opportunities for individuals to engage in the
formation of ideas through access to information resources, allowing for public
discussion of decisions. This framework acknowledges ethnic diversity and promotes
varied forms of communication within families, local communities, and society at
large. It encourages new forms of social cohesion and fosters better understanding
among people of different ages, traditions, cultures, and religions. To achieve these
tasks, an incentive system is necessary to encourage innovation, social engagement,
and participation in the development of a European identity, as well as to foster
international relations and cooperation based on mutual respect among peoples [7].

There are ongoing issues in Ukraine concerning the fulfillment of tasks outlined
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in the Declaration. The protection of national cultural heritage is occurring amid
russian military aggression, where missile strikes are destroying civilian infrastructure,
including architectural monuments. Additionally, occupiers and collaborators are
stealing archival and library collections. Ukrainian youth have the opportunity to
integrate into the European cultural space through the active use of information
technologies. This allows them to develop a European identity, create cultural
innovations, embrace ethnic and religious diversity, and engage in international
relations and cooperation.

2. The Declaration on Cultural Diversity, adopted in 2000, outlines key principles
regarding cultural diversity, emphasizing the coexistence and exchange of various
experiences, as well as the provision and consumption of diverse services and products.
Cultural diversity does not hinder free creative development and expression, nor does
it limit access to information. Instead, cultural and audiovisual policies promote and
respect cultural diversity, which plays a crucial role in the growth of the knowledge
economy. In particular, linguistic and artistic diversity positively influences the
development of pluralism, innovation, competitiveness, and employment. Therefore, it
is essential to promote production methods, technologies, cultural products, and
services that are based on cultural diversity [8].

Ukrainians have historically been open to cultural diversity, as the history of the
regions they inhabit has experienced processes of ethnic coexistence that have enriched
the local population’s culture.

For example, the interactions between the Zaporizhzhia Cossacks and the
Crimean Tatars, despite some military confrontations, highlight their joint military
efforts and the establishment of economic agreements. This is exemplified in the well-
known Constitution of Pylyp Orlyk. As a result, Ukraine is fully prepared to pursue a
policy of cultural diversity.

3. The Council of Europe Recommendation “Teaching European History in the
21 Century”, adopted in 2001, outlines several key measures:

— development of a pluralistic approach to history teaching;

— presentation of educational innovations through the use of information and
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didactic technologies;

— development of an open approach to sensitive issues in European history from the
twentieth century;

— ensuring that both public and private entities have access to the principles,
documents, and educational materials specified in these recommendations;

— deepening the bonds of trust and tolerance among and within states;

— exploring solutions to potential challenges in the twenty-first century, including
collaborative projects initiated by the Council of Europe;

— fostering a sense of respect for differences, national identity, and tolerance among
citizens;

— promoting values such as tolerance, mutual understanding, and human rights;

— encouraging an appreciation of our shared historical and cultural heritage;

— formation of young people’s understanding of their role in building Europe’s

future and fostering peaceful development in the spirit of mutual understanding;

cultivation of students’ ability to critically interpret information, including
historical data, and instill a desire to seek out reliable historical facts and engage
in open discussions in various communities, both in person and online [9].
Current events in Ukraine provide rich material to prove disinformation and
falsification of both history in general and current facts in terms of the reliability of
historical facts. Ukrainians have witnessed the essence of russian fake propaganda,
which is uncovered through modern surveillance and recording technologies. Not all
citizens of Ukraine can critically perceive information. Therefore, it is essential to
cultivate an information culture among the population. This effort is already being
undertaken by both public and private organizations within the information landscape.

4. The New European Agenda for Culture outlines three strategic goals for
cultural development:

1) use of culture for unity and well-being primarily involves the mobility of
artists, allowing them to present their works abroad in visual arts, music, performing
arts, and literature. This not only showcases their talent but also contributes to the

European integration of their country and culture. This involves sharing experiences,
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combining creative efforts, and adopting technical and economic innovations,
including the utilization of information systems. The European Commission addresses
challenges that artists face regarding Schengen visas, social security, cross-border
taxation, and access to information;

2) support for artistic creativity in education and innovation includes several key
initiatives:

e developing early education systems that incorporate music and art;

e creating tools to assess students’ creativity and critical thinking skills;

e cstablishing a portfolio system to showcase student’s work related to these

skills;

¢ equipping students with the knowledge and competencies necessary for careers

in the cultural sector;

e enhancing the quality of teaching in art and culture disciplines;

¢ stimulating an innovative learning environment by integrating creative, digital,

and entrepreneurial practices;

3) enhancing international cultural relations involves providing expert advice on
foreign cultural policy, establishing relevant connections, organizing events for
stakeholders, developing appropriate training programs, managing administrative
arrangements, and identifying key areas for international cooperation [10].

However, cultural heritage is defined as a priority object of EU cultural policy.
According to the information note from the European Research Center, the activities
in this area are as follows: initially, the “Open Method of Coordination” group, made
up of relevant experts, focuses on general issues relating to cultural heritage
management and later on specific aspects of heritage protection, whether traditional or
modern. It highlights innovative methods and practices in tangible, intangible, and
digital cultural heritage, as well as training programs for specialists in risk assessment
related to the preservation of cultural heritage, including at the national level [4].

In Ukraine, preserving the national cultural heritage is a priority, as stated in the
Law of Ukraine on the Protection of Cultural Heritage from 2000, with amendments in

subsequent years. Heritage i1s understood as objects inherited from previous
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generations, including historical buildings, territories, and archaeological sites. These
items are characterized by their authenticity and possess archaeological, historical, and
aesthetic value. They are also included in relevant registers and documented
accordingly. Protecting heritage monuments requires state measures for their
preservation and protection for further use “in the interests of both current and future
generations”. These methods are organizational, legal, logistical, financial, and
informational, aimed at identifying, scientifically substantiating, registering,
preserving, protecting, restoring, and ensuring citizens’ access to these objects [11].
Thus, Ukrainian laws are entirely under the provisions outlined in international cultural
policy agreements.

Conclusions.

After analyzing EU documents related to cultural policy in light of their
implementation in contemporary Ukraine, following conclusions can be drawn:

1. EU institutions responsible for implementing cultural policy initiate the
publication of relevant legislative documents in this area. The Council of Europe
emphasizes the need for normative development within the EU cultural space. This
includes enhancing citizens’ information culture, fostering local artistic centers, and
ensuring international cultural relations. Meanwhile, the European Commission
focuses on preserving archives, providing prompt responses to current issues,
organizing and implementing activities related to cultural heritage, and promoting
intercultural integration to create a unified European cultural space. Additionally, the
Commission initiates relevant regulatory documents to support these efforts.

2. The European Declaration on Cultural Objectives, part of the acts of the
Council of Europe, establishes a key objective for the cultural community: to ensure
that all individuals have the opportunity for personal fulfillment. This fulfillment is
achieved through various means, including the protection and development of both
European and national heritage, ensuring free access to this heritage, introducing
creative innovations, fostering conditions that support the development of creative
abilities, encouraging participation in community life, and utilizing new

communication technologies.
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The Declaration on Cultural Diversity outlines provisions for coexistence and the
exchange of diverse experiences, as well as the delivery and consumption of a variety
of services and products. It also promotes free creative development and access to
information, highlighting the positive impact of linguistic and artistic diversity on
pluralism, innovation, and employment growth.

The Recommendation “Teaching European History in the 21%' Century” aims to
foster a European identity, which is a primary goal of the EU. It is recommended to
highlight the historical connections between the peoples of Europe to cultivate
students’ interest in the history of European countries. Additionally, developing
analytical skills and critical thinking is essential for students to overcome traditional
prejudices and stereotypes. This approach will also help to identify instances of
historical falsification for ideological purposes. Furthermore, it is important to present
controversial events through the perspectives of various scholars.

3. There are several issues regarding the implementation of the Council of
Europe’s recommendations in Ukraine. The protection of national cultural heritage
sites is threatened by russian missile attacks, which are destroying these sites. The
occupiers are also stealing archival collections, library materials, and even historical
monuments. Russian propaganda is actively distorting both historical events and
current facts. While modern surveillance and recording technologies can uncover
fakes, the information culture among the population still needs improvement. Public
and private organizations are already working towards this goal.

4. Ukraine’s history demonstrates that its citizens are traditionally tolerant of
cultural diversity, multiethnicity, and multilingualism. The processes of ethnic
coexistence on its territory have enriched the local population’s culture. Consequently,
Ukraine is fully prepared to promote cultural diversity in this sphere. Ukrainian youth
have the opportunity to integrate into the European cultural space through the active
and skillful use of the latest information technologies. This integration can lead to the

formation of a European identity while also promoting national artistic products
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Anomauin. Y cmammi 3’acoeano ¢yukyii Paou €sponu ma €sponeiicokoi xomicii, 30kpema
3aKOHO0ABYY NPAKMUKY, V MedHcax KoL npoananizosano oesxi acnekmu KynomypHoi nonimuku €C,
BUKNIAOEHI 8 KIIbKOX MINCHAPOOHUX YCMAHOBYUX OOKYMEHMAX, I[HIYIlOBAHUX O3HAYEeHUMU
IHcmumymamu, i CHpPAMOBAHI HA GUKOHAHHA BCMAHOBIEHUX yinel y yil cghepi, 0OmMpumanHs
NPUHYUNY KYJIbMYPHOI pO3Maimocmi, 6UKIAOAHHS Ui GUSUEHHS ICMOpIi 8 €BPONEUCLKUX KpaiHax ma
BUKOHAHHA 3ANIAHOBAHUX 3aX00i8 i3 peanizayii KyibmypHOi NOLIMUKU, WO CHPULIOMb 83AEMOOILT
Kpain-unenie €C, 00OMiHYy MmucmeybkKum I OpeaHizayitiHum 00c8i0oM iU [Hmezpayii 6 CnilibHUll
Ky1emypHui npocmip. Busnaueno npobnemu i nepcnexkmueu Ykpainu 6 peanizayii 3a60aHb,
0eKIapoBaHUX y €6PONEUCLKUX OOKYMEHMAX, 36aHCAlOYU HA BOEHHUL CIAH Y KPAiHi Ma HA 3104UHHI
0ii’ pocilicbko20 azpecopa, wjo CnpsAMO8aHi HA PYUHYBAHHS YUBLIbHOI IH(DpacmpyKmypu il 30Kkpema
VCMAHO8 Kylbmypu — My3eis, 0iOiiomex, MiCbKUX, PAUOHHUX [ CIIbCbKUX OVOUHKI6 KYIbMypu, d
MAKON#C BUKPAOEHHS HAYIOHANbHUX NAM SAMOK HA OKYNOBAHUX mepumopiax Ykpaiuu i eugesenus ix
00 pocii. Taxumu dismu azpecop nopyuLye HU3Ky MidCHAPOOHUX NOJONHCEHb, U0 BUKIAOEHT 8 Y200aX i
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dexnapayiax y cgepi Ky1omypHOi RONIMUKU, A MAKONHC 8 YKPAIHCbKOMY 3AKOHO00ABCMEI U000
OXOPOHU KYIbMYPHOI CNAOWUHU.

3pobaeno 8uCHOBKU, WO, HE38ANHCAIOYU HA AKMYAIbHI NPOOIeMU w000 30epediceHHs 00 ekmie
KYIbMYPHOI CRAOWUHU, AKI PYUHVIOMbCA U BUKPAOAIOMbCA POCIUCLKUM a2pecopoM, VKpainyi
OXOPOHAIOMb CB0I HAYIOHANBHI 3000YMKU, BUKpUsaoms Ganvcughixysanms icmopii, niosuuyyoms
iHGhopmayitiny Kynbmypy, 2eHemuyHo € MONePAHMHUMU 00 KVIAbMYPHO20 pPO3MAimms, YMIno
BUKOPUCMOBYIOMb HOBIMHI THHOPMAYIUHI MEXHON02Ti, YNPOBAOICYIOMb HAYIOHATLHY MUCTEYLK)
NPOOYKYIl0 3a KOPOOHOM 1 MOMY NOBHOW MIPOWO 20MOBI 00 I[HMEZPYBAHHS 8 €6PONeUCbKUlL
KYIbMYPHUL NPOCMIp.

Kniouosi cnosa: rxyremyprna nonimuxa €C, doxymenmu Paou €eponu, espoinmezpayis,
HAYIOHANbHA KYIbMYPHA CNAOWUHA, IHOPMAYILHI MeXHOIO02I].
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